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The State Clearinghouse is forwarding the attached material from the Lead Agency

regarding some additional information for the above-mentioned document.

project information remains the same.

1400 TENTH STREET SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814
TEL 1-916-445-0613  state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov www.opr.ca.gov
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SACRAMENTO

Department of Utilities

June 12, 2020

VIA E-MAIL

Ms. Anna Fock

Department of Water Resources
State Water Project Analysis Office
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236
Anna.Fock@water.ca.gov

Re: SCGA 20200502, Draft Negative Declaration for the 2020 Temporary
Groundwater Substitution Transfer

Dear Ms. Fock,

We have reviewed the comments regarding the above-referenced Notice of Intent to
Adopt a Negative Declaration submitted on June 9, 2020 on behalf of the California
Department of Water Resources (“DWR”). By this letter, the City of Sacramento
(“City”) on behalf of Golden State Water Company (“GSWC”) is providing a response
to DWR comment letter.

The City and GSWC reiterate their common understanding that GSWC will be
entering into a conveyance agreement to facilitate the transfer of water. In the
comment letter DWR suggests that DWR guidelines be incorporated the project. The
City is adding the following language to the final Initial Study to meet DWR’s intent.

“Identification of the approved wells, in addition to baseline groundwater

pumping conditions, and appropriate stream flow depletion factors, will be

included in a DWR Conveyance agreement that will sovern GSWC transfer

activities.”

The City and GSWC appreciate DWR’s commitment to work cooperatively on
streamflow depletion factors. Staff from the Regional Water Authority (“RWA”),
which is helping coordinate technical aspects of the transfer, are working
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Basin Sustainability Goal

Water Accounting Framework, Phase IlI

Exchangeable Water

Target Basin Net
Rio Linda / Total Target Actual GW | minus Transfer |Sustainability | |Surface ‘Water Transfer |Credits Banked  |Exchangeable
Elverta CSD Demand Pumping  |Pumped Actual GW |of Credits |Balance Water Use  |{out of basin) [transferred |Water Water Balance
2,882 109
2012 2,882 2,857 25 0 25 25 0| 0| 25 134]
2013 3,052 3,052 -170 0 -145) 0 0| 0| 0 134]
2014 2,245 2,448 433 0 288 0 1] 0 0 134
2015 2,109 2,109 773 0 1,061 0 0| 0| 0 134
2016 2,236 2,236 646 0 1,707 0 0| 0| 0 134
2017 2,458 2,458 424 0 2,131] 0 Q 0 0 134
2018 2,506 2,506 376 2,507 0 0| 0| 0 134]
2019 2,429 2,439 443 0 2,950 0 0 0 0 134
Target Basin Net
Sacramento Total Target Actual GW | minus Transfer (Sustainability | |Surface Water Transfer |Credits Banked  |Exchangeable
County WA Demand Pumping  |Pumped Actual GW |of Credits |Balance Water Use  [{out of basin) [transferred |Water Water Balance
4,288 0|
2012 5,211] 5,211 -523 0 -923| 0 a 0 0 0j
2013 5,316 5,316 -1,028 0 -1,951 0 0| 0| 0 0]
2014 4,559 4,538 -271 0 -2,222 0 0 0| 0 0|
2015 3,887 3,887 401 0 -1,821 0 o] 0 0 0j
2016 4,064 4,064 224 0 -1,597 0 0| 0| 0 0|
2017 4,756 4,756 -468 0 -2,065 0 1] 0 0 0j
2018 4,817 4,817 -529 0 -2,534 0 a 0 0 0j
2019 4,582 4,582 -294 0 -2,888 0 0 0 0 0|
[Sacramento Target Basin Net
Suburban Water |Total Target Actual GW  [minus Transfer |Sustainability | |Surface Water Transfer |Credits Banked |Exchangeable
District Demand Pumping  |Pumped Actual GW |of Credits |Balance Water Use  |{out of basin) [transferred |Water Water Balance
35,035 183,034
2012 38,089 27,530 7,505 0 7,505 10,559 0 0| 7,305 190,539
2013 38,554 38,145 -3,110 0 4,395 409 3,068 o] -2,659 187,880
2014 32,561 32,561 2,474 0 6,869 0 0| 0| 0 187,880
2015 27,502 27,422 7,613 0 14,482 80 1] 0 80 187,960
2016 29,311 17,863 17,172 0 31,654 11,448 0 o 11,448 199,408
2017 31,253 19,791 15,244 0 46,398 11,462 0 o] 11,482 210,870
2018 30,873 20,423 14,612 0 61,510 10,450 5,253 0 5,197 216,067
2019 30,610 13,363 21,672 0 83,182 17,247 0 o] 17,247 233,314
Target Basin Net
Central Area Total Target Actual GW  [minus Transfer |Sustainability | |Surface Water Transfer |Credits Banked |Exchangeable
Total Demand Pumping Pumped Actual GW |of Credits |Balance Water Use  |(out of basin) |transferred (Water Water Balance
30,000 266,875,
2012 110,965 66,945 23,055 0 23,055 44,020 0 o| 20,224 287,099
2013 113,255 77,141 12,859 0 35,914 36,114 3,068 0 10,815 297,914
2014 93,012] 70,148 19,852 0 55,766, 23,064 0 o] 10,060 307,974
2015 80,140 60,266 29,734 0 85,500 15,874 0 0| 11,880 319,854
2016 54,509 54,756 35,244 0 120,744 25,753 o] 0 20,332 340,186
2017 90,385 54,626 25,374 0 145,118 25,759 0 o 17,528 357,714
2018 90,158 65,859 24,141 0 170,259 24,299 8,302 0 7,303 365,017
2019 87,336 53,150 36,810 0 207,069 34,156 a 0 24,400 389,417,
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WATER AGENCY

April 28, 2020

Mr. Darrell K. Eck

Executive Director

Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority
827 7th St., Rm 301 Sacramento, CA 95814

Transmitted via email.

RE: 2020 Water Transfer Notification

Dear Mr. Eck.

The City of Sacramento (COS), the Sacramento County Water Agency (SCWA), and Golden State Water
Company (GSWC) have identified an opportunity to participate in a regional groundwater substitution
transfer over the period of July 1%, 2020 to November 30", 2020. In preparing the transfer document,

the regional partners are following DWR’s draft 2019 guidebook. See link below:

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/State-Water-

Project/Management/Water-
Transfers/Files/Draft WTWhitePaper 20191203.pdf?la=en&hash=FOACE02168387A77EDDDB844545E7

F7A4642A0SF

We draw your attention to page 27, which identifies the expected components of a submittal. The last
bullet reads:

“Demonstration that the transfer is consistent with the local requirements and applicable GSP(s) of the
groundwater basins where the additional groundwater pumping would occur under the transfer
proposal; or written notification to the relevant Groundwater Sustainability Agency/Agencies (GSA(s))
if a GSP has not been implemented at the time the transfer is being proposed.”

Pursuant to DWR’s latest draft guidebook for preparing water transfer proposals, this letter is designed
to serve as notification of intent to participate by the COS, SCWA, and GSWC. Participation will be
achieved in the following fashion:

e Sacramento County Water Agency will deliver approximately 1500 ACFT of groundwater to the
City of Sacramento through the Franklin Intertie, thereby allowing the City to reduce surface
water diversions.

e Golden State will preferentially utilize approximately 2500 ACFT of groundwater for its retail
demands rather that rely on its own surface water entitlements.



The proposed extractions from Sacramento County Water Agency and Golden State Water are within
historic extractions that have been reduced in recent years by a combination of reduced customer
demand and/or reliance on surface water. The surface water remaining in the system will be conveyed
to interested buyers in 2020. In near term future years, COS will fully return an identical quantity of
surface water to SCWA thereby allowing recharge to occur when wells extractions are reduced.
Similarly, GSWC will return to greater reliance on surface water diversions when hydrologic conditions
are appropriate. The net impact on the basin will be neutral.

The guidebook also identifies a process by which a GSA can supply a “concurrence letter” when a
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) is in place. At present, until the GSP is developed, we are
submitting this notification letter to meet the intent of the guidebook. If SCGA, as the GSA for the
affected portion of the South American Subbasin, has any questions about this notification or the
transfer, we would be happy to address them.

Please note that other parties in the North American Subbasin, including the City of Sacramento,
Sacramento Suburban Water District, Carmichael Water District, and Fair Oaks Water District are all
considering participation in the Regional Transfer. The transfer volumes included in this notification
letter would occur exclusively in the South American Subbasin.

In closing, we wish to highlight a key component of the planned water transfer; All additional
groundwater extracted as part of the 2020 Water Transfer, will be returned in the form of greater
reliance on surface water during appropriate hydrologic conditions.

City of Sacramento: Sacramento County Water Agency:
//% |y -
Brett Ewart Dav1d Underwood
Senior Engineer Principal Engineer

Golden State Water Company:

Pacd 7. Schebut:

Paul Schubert
General Manager

By:




Application to Permit the Export of Groundwater or Surface Water out of Sacramento County
(SCWA Code, Title 3, Section 3.40.090 Groundwater and Surface Water Export)

Name and Address

of Applicaut: Golden State Water Company
cfo Paul Schubert, General Manager
3005 Gold Canal Drive
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Owner of Source: Same

Owner of Place
of Use: Same

Consulting Engineer:

(Plan and Design Tully & Young, Inc.

of Work) 965 University Avenue, Ste 222
Sacramento, CA 95825

Description of
proposed action: Attached Transfer Proposal

Location of source(s): American River

Point(s) of use: Golden State Water Company American River point of diversion

Golden State Water Company Service Area as the place of use

Justification for
proposed action: Attached Transfer Proposal




Application to Permit the Export of Groundwater
or Surface Water Out of Sacramento County
Page 2 of 2

To Be Completed by the Sacramento County Water Agency

Is proposal is in conformance with County water planning policies adopted and revised from time to time
by the County and the Sacramento County Water Agency?
8 Yes 0oNo Comment:

Will proposal impose liability on the County or the Water Agency?
0Yes ®No Comment:

Does proposal cause adverse impacts on the source, the area of use, or the environment?
OYes BNo Comment:

Is this proposal consistent with the general plan of the County of Sacramento, the water plan of the
Sacramento County Water Agency?
8Yes oNo Comment:

Is this proposal consistent with a specific plan of the County or Water Agency which may be affected by
the work or activity?
8 Yes oNo Comment:

Pursuant to the findings contained herein, this Application is MApproved 0 Denied

Permit No; 2020-2

Sacramento(l%l‘%/ : :J
Signature:
/ Fad
Name: MicHmat - L. [BTeorsono

Title: Dilgeron /A@&Ncr—( SANG 1 NGy
Date: 5’1 b 4 —‘Za






